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of palm trees and balmy winters when he

retired from WGBH, the Boston public TV 1

station known for producing such hits as -
“Antiques Roadshow.” Fis lhoughls had
gone West,

The69-year-old put ot 2 gleen uniform >

and Smokey Bear hat and became a sea-
sonal ranger in Yellowstone National Park; -
where snow can fall ever y monlh of the
year, including July.... o

et ‘hats why they Imve wood stoves and
said, W“um weathm isn’t

Wyo. (AP) — John Kerr wasn't d1eam1ng o

: the issue for' me. 11 s keepm_g vitaland

interested and involved.”

Demographers say ihousmds of peo- -

plé like Kerr are heading to the Rocky. .-
Mountain‘West in their later years.
Forget the warmth of Florida and . -
Arizona. Baby boomers, in particular, are

gravitating toward the peaks and sage-:
brush basins of Wyoming and Montand, :

promising to.turn these states from rela-.

tively young mlo two of the muon $ 01d~ .

CSl

j Forget retlrmg to' Florida
more boomers headmg to Rockles

- ties, said Larry Swanson, an economist and
dnecio; of the Center for the Rocky
- Mountain West in Missoula, Mont,

They’re diawn by Iow cumc, ﬁesh air, 2
hiﬂe Lmtf ic. 'md ﬁbundant ouidoor aclwi— '

\rizona,

i

~Although people of all ages like those
things, older people tend to be flexible

. enough in their careers, families and
~finances to finally klck up their boots ona -
: ;pon:h rail, he said.

“If you're 25, you say, T'd lal(e to hve

_here, but nnybe someday in Lhe futare,” ;'
- Swanson said. ¢ But if you re 45 or 55, the
-futme is now.”

(More on -Agi_nj_g, :p_a_g'{__e ;Aid} i

close to ihc we]ves as qhe could
“said to my husband, “You

and Wydmirig are mat ver Y. oid
In 2000, Montana ranked 18th
and Wyomlng 431(1 for the 1ela-

»m

“going,” she said, addmg tlml

people llke herar

are preparing for the mﬂux
“This year, Montana established
a trust fund so the state’s older
population will have access to
health care an_d other essential
services, even in rural areas.
“We've done projections of
. stuff and seeing our eldexly popu- .
lation doublmg in the next 10 to
" 15 years,” said Charlie Rehbein,
chief of the Montana Aging :
* Sexvices Bureau.“Iithink it’s g,omg-.- -
“fo have a tremendous impact”: -
* One challenge is that the two
- states already have very low.
“unemployment, around 3 per-
~cent,and could face a real labor

. Wyomlng third in the nation -
for their ovei-65 populations.
Florida is expected to remain
on top, though Wyoming and
Montana will both likely be a -
good deal'older than Arizona -
even as the Grand Canyon St'ne
movcs updrom 22nd to 14th.
w7 The two states are not seek-
: mg out older people; they are
'bemg discovered.
© -+ Laurie Lyman, 55, wasan
: elcmcntaiy school teacherin =
. San Dicgo when she begantrav-
i Lhng to Yellowstone on long = -
- 1rips to watch wolves, 12005,
* shedecided it was time to get as..

- really begun oyt of the w011<

crunch whcn the oldest b’lbY
"-boomem it 65 in 2011,
e know what? Life’s too Sh()it 'm i

“We haven’t seen anything
yet, because the exodus has not

Ralhel {han slruggle w;th a
Tabor shortage, Wyoming offi-
cials hope to get older people to
stay in the workplace and per-
suade business owners to hire
older workers, said Rob Black,
policy analyst for Wyoming
Gov. Dave Freudenthal,
Swanson said imost of the.

baby boomers moving inplan’
- - to work: Kerr, for:example, said © -
hewould conunue wmluug —
-fm now, - - '

My hfc.h(.lsn t slowed

J - Beth Dix'had in i_mnd in 199)

11[ wmld I 1111111{ it helps put

- our fast-paced world into bal-

kam;, was what Lee and

when they began'thi
about leavm i

asystems analyst
for IBM (,01 p.and she was 4
corporate planner for Fairchild
Corp.

. Lee Dix, 62, said the couple
researched dozens of communi
ties in Idaho, Montana and
Wyoming, then ﬂew to Denver
and started driving. The couplc

. ended up in Cheyenne, the firs
“overnight stop on their trip.

~ Lee Dix said the couple did

1ot even consider Florida or
. “Arizona after sweheung in
B :quhmgton SR

o down, he said. “Tve found afot
< of suslename oy spmludl suste-.
i nance, T suppose — in the natu- °

“Bxceptfor.the wind here,

_ﬁthrs isapr etty xde'tl place for
us” he said;




